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Attorney of the Month

William Harrell
A Tradition of Excellence

F
amily, honor and tradition are all important to William “Bill” Harrell, 
the founder and senior partner of the well-regarded firm of Harrell 
& Harrell P.A.
When you consider his family roots in Florida date back to 1712, 

it’s not surprising he considers his to be a true “Florida” firm. His partner 
and wife Renee Daigle Harrell, is from Green Cove Springs, and all of 
his children were born in Florida, three of whom also work in the firm.

By Susan Cushing
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W. Holt Harrell, U.S. Army Military Police

William H. Harrell Sr, U.S.  

Army Air Corps

More Family 
Traditions

Another long-standing tradition in his 
family is that five generations of Harrell 
and Phillips males, (including Bill and his 
son Holt) have served in the army and gone 
on to law school. 

“There was never any real discussion 
when I was growing up about where I was 
going to school or what I was going to do,” 
he says. “No one asked, ‘What would you 
like to study?’ or, ‘Where would you like to 
go to school?’ Those questions were never 
on the table. I was going into the Army, and 
then to law school. That was that.” 

A genuinely talented athlete, Harrell was 
fortunate to attend the University of Flori-
da on a full football scholarship. 

“In my day it was the dream of most 
young athletes to play SEC football,” he 
says.

Following several serious knee injuries 
and operations, basically killing his foot-
ball future, Harrell decided it was time for 
the Army, and enlisted in 1967. He served 
in a variety of capacities, primarily related 
to intelligence work, surveillance and secu-
rity. These assignments took him around 
the world. 

Harrell’s father, himself a professional 
soldier, knew just what to give his son 
upon his enlistment, a three-day trip to Las 
Vegas. Though admittedly, not much of a 
gambler, Harrell still appreciated the free-
dom and fun the trip provided, and most 
especially that his dad seemed to know just 
what he needed.

Serving with distinction throughout his 
military career, Harrell was given a direct 
appointment as a cadet to the United States 
Military Academy. Harrell resigned from 
the academy a year later with an honorable 
discharge, but recommends military ser-
vice for every young person. 

“Despite the ups and downs,” he says, “I 
came out for the better, and I think most 
young people do.”

The Road Less Traveled 
… by Family

After the Army, Harrell eventually re-
turned to Florida to become a deputy sher-
iff, and served in an elite squad, which to-
day is known as SWAT. 

 “That was a lot of fun,” he admits with a 
smile. “Let me tell you, I would have stayed 
a police officer the rest of my life if it paid 
anything. Chasing bad guys is very gratify-
ing to a young man, even fun!”

But again, the senior Harrell asserted his 
considerable influence. “My dad started 
talking to me about poverty,” Harrell re-

calls. “It’s true, law enforcement does not 
pay well, and I guess he wanted me to ele-
vate my lifestyle. Of course, the underlying 
theme was ‘go to law school!’”

Harrell returned to his alma mater, the 
University of Florida, to attend law school. 
Upon graduation, he was inducted into 
the University of Florida Hall of Fame, in 
recognition of his leadership, athletic and 
academic accomplishments.

As always, not one to stay the path most 
typical, Harrell decided to immediately 
open his own practice. However, his rea-
soning, or at least the one he regales us 
with, is a bit more humorous.

“I was pretty confident that if I worked 
for someone else, they’d fire me,” he says 
with a chuckle. Contrary to this self-effac-
ing comment, within six years he had built 
the biggest practice on the East Coast of 
Florida.

Though Harrell had accomplished a great 
deal, in both a short time and at a relatively 
young age, he eventually tired of practicing 
law and decided to retire. 

He retired all the way to the islands 
where he quickly dropped all the formali-
ties and constraints of running a law prac-
tice fully immersing himself in the “Island 
Life.” That is, until he met his second wife 
Renee, also a lawyer and who had also at-
tended West Point.

“We got married and all that island fun 

stopped,” he says. “I mean, like the very 
next day! She told me, ‘No more of this 
lounging around and drinking, you’re go-
ing back to practice law!’ And I did.”

Impact of His  
Early Life

To hear him tell it, Harrell pre-Army and 
post, are two very different people. He ac-
knowledges he matured during those years.

According to Harrell, growing up an 
“Army brat” was both thrilling and restric-
tive. His earliest memories are of homes in 
Turkey, France and Israel, and yearly fam-
ily vacations visiting exotic locales such as 
Yugoslavia. 

“We drove a “woody” Buick station wag-
on all through Europe,” he recalls. “Wher-
ever we stopped, whether to picnic or see 
the sights, literally hundreds of people 
would gather. They were so gracious, and 
so excited, wanting to talk to us. Typi-
cally, they’d find some local villager who 
spoke English and he would translate our 
conversation for everyone. They viewed 
Americans, and rightfully so, as the great 
liberators, so we were warmly welcomed 
wherever we went. It was quite an amazing 
experience, especially for a boy of about 10 
or 11 years old.”

Looking back, Harrell says he realizes 
the family had very little money, military 
wages, not unlike those for police, being 

William H. Harrell Jr., U.S. Army Infantry
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rather modest.
“I had one pair of tennis shoes, and one pair of shoes for church,” 

he says. “But you know, in so many ways it was a great life. Yes, we 
moved a lot, such is hard on military families, but wherever we 
lived we felt part of this very tight community. You didn’t realize 
your limited financial circumstances because all the military fami-
lies were in the same boat.”

The one challenge of moving around was the problem of always 
being the “new kid” in school. 

“It was hard for me,” he says. “Following my sister Susan made 
things even worse. She earned top grades, never created any prob-
lems and would end up being the president of at least one club six 
weeks after we arrived.

“Such a hard act to follow,” he continues. “In fact, one day, my 
coach, who was also my shop teacher, stopped me in the hall and 
asked, ‘Hey, are you Susan’s natural brother, or were you adopted?’ 
That smarted, but for the day and age, those types of comments 
were more the norm. Nobody had sensitivity training. I certainly 
don’t recall much sensitivity among the males!”

Today, big sister Susan is better known as the Honorable Susan 
Black, Senior U.S. Circuit Court Judge, United States Court of Ap-
peals, Eleventh Circuit.

Philosophy on Law
“I’m a real trial lawyer, having tried well over 150 cases,” he says. 

“I’ve been honored to have been recognized with various awards 
by my peers. I’m very satisfied with what I’ve done professionally.”

During his career, Harrell has been involved in several cases that 
effectually impacted changes in the law. “I think I’ve done more 
than just drift through and make money,” he says. “I’ve had an 
impact on the law, and on people’s lives.”

His many efforts include a lot of work on behalf of civil rights, in 
addition to personal injury. “I am proud of the two firms I found-
ed; both good firms with good lawyers,” he says. “We not only re-
cruit carefully, but we spend time training and working with new 
hires, and I’m proud of that.”

Family First
As much as he might love the law, it’s obvious that for Harrell, 

family has, and always will come first. He beams when talking 
about his wife and children. His son, Holt, and his daughter, Julie, 
are both trial attorneys with the firm along with his wife, Renee, 
who serves as the firm’s president. His daughter, Kimberly Chap-
man, joined the firm in 2009 and serves as the executive director, 
managing the personnel, finances and daily operations. “I feel very 
fortunate in my life,” says Harrell. “I have a wonderful family, great 
friends, and a career where I have had the opportunity to help oth-
ers and make a difference.”

Harrell & Harrell P.A .
4735 Sunbeam Rd.
Jacksonville, FL 32257     
(904) 251-1111
www.HarrellandHarrell.com

Practice Areas
Complex Torts
Wrongful Death
Products Liability
Personal Injury
VA Disability Benefits

Education
Juris Doctor, University of Florida, 1974
Bachelor of Science, University of Florida, 1968

Honors
Board Certified in Civil Practice
AV Rated, Martindale-Hubbell
Top Lawyer, Jacksonville Magazine
Eagle Centurion Award, Florida Justice Association
Eagle Legacy Award, Florida Justice Association
Spartan Award, Florida Justice Association
Nation’s Top 1% Counsel, National Association of 

Distinguished Counsel
Preeminent Lawyers, Bar Register of Preeminent Lawyers
2016 Legal Legend, Attorney at Law Magazine First Coast

Professional Memberships
Florida Justice Association, Former Executive Director
Florida Lawyers Action Group, Trustee
Florida Justice Association, Legacy Member
First Amendment Society,  President

Family
Married to Renee
Daughters: Julie, Susan and Kimberly
Son: Holt

At A Glance

Bill Harrell and his wife, Renee,  
with their dogs Lucy, Libby and Layla

Left: Daughter Kimberly Harrell Chapman, MBA, Executive Director of 
Harrell & Harrell P.A.

Middle: Daughter Julie Harrell, Attorney, recently honored in Attorney at 
Law Magazine’s 2016 Top 10 Attorneys Under 40

Right: Son W. Holt Harrell, Attorney, Super Lawyers Rising Star, 2016
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